
Parent Power 2023: The Times releases its 
list of Best UK schools & league table 
How d id  secon dary sch ool p u p ils  fa re  fr om  th e p an dem ic -  fin d  ou t  
in  t h is  year ’s  Su n day Tim es  Paren t  Power  gu ide  to  UK sch ools . 

 
By Will Millar 
13 hours ago 

It ’s  a  win  for  t h e g ir ls  in  t h is  yea r ’s  Su n da y Tim es  Pa r en t  Power  20 23 gu ide 

t o  bes t  s ch o o ls  in  t h e UK wit h  s in gle- sex sch ools  t op p in g  t h e t a b les  in  bot h  

s t a t e  an d  p r iva t e s ect or s . 

Su n day Tim es  h as  pu blish ed  t h e 30 t h  ed it ion  of it s  Pa r en t  Power  gu ide t o  

t h e bes t  n a t ion a l an d  r eg ion a l s ch o o ls  of t h e yea r . Am on gs t  it s  fin d in gs ,  t h e 

Tim es  iden t ifies  t h e h igh es t - ach ievin g  sch ools  in  t h e UK based  on  t h eir  own  

cr it er ion . 

Pa r en t  Power  is  widely ackn owledged  an d  h olds  m or e t h an  1,6 0 0  sch ools  in  

it s  da t abase. If a  p a ren t ,  s t u den t ,  o r  t each er  wan t s  t o  fin d  ou t  abou t  

a  s ch o o l’s  p er for m an ce, t h ey can  sea r ch  it  by n am e, loca l au th or it y,  t own  

an d  p os t code. 

Most Popular 

Cen t r a l t o  t h is  yea r ’s  fin d in gs  is  t h e em ph as is  su cces s fu l s ch o o ls  a r e p lacin g  

on  s t u den t  well- bein g  an d  self- ca r e wh er e p u p ils  can  acces s  efficien t ,  

effect ive a n d  n on - ju dgm en t a l su p p or t  t o  get  back on  t r ack an d  im p r ove 

t h eir  exp er ien ce a t  s ch o o l. 

Helen  Davies ,  ed it or  of Th e Su n day Tim es  Par en t  Power  gu ide,  s ays : “ Th ese 

h ave been  a  ch a llen g in g  few year s  for  t each er s ,  p u p ils  an d  t h eir  p a r en t s ,  an d  

t h e su cces s  of m an y in  ou r  leagu e t ab le is  t es t am en t  t o  t h e s t am in a  an d  

su p p or t  sh own  by a ll con cer n ed . 
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“ It  is  a lso  clea r  t h a t  m or e a t t en t ion  is  bein g  p laced  on  well- bein g  an d  

m en t a l h ea lt h  –  fr om  m ed it a t ion  r oom s t o  cou n sellin g  su p p or t ,  even  

t h er ap y dogs  –  an d  sch ools  a r e bein g  p roact ive t o  br in g  abou t  p os it ive 

ch an ges . 

“ Leagu e t ab les  a r e n ot  t h e on ly cr it er ia  a  p a r en t  can  u se wh en  ch oos in g  a  

s ch ool,  bu t  t h ey a r e a  good  s t a r t in g  poin t . We wan t  t o  celebr a t e excellen ce. 

We wan t  t o  ch am p ion  sch ools  t h a t  a r e doin g  won der fu l wor k. 

“ We wan t  ou r  ch ild r en  t o  be well- n u r t u r ed  an d  well- t au gh t . In  ch oos in g  a  

s ch ool p a r en t s  a r e m akin g  on e of t h e b igges t  decis ion s  in  t h eir  fam ily life ,  

an d  Par en t  Power  an d  Th e Su n day Tim es  is  h er e t o  h elp .”  

Hen r ie t t a  Bar n et t  Sch ool t op ped  th e  Tim es '  n a t ion al lis t  for  
academ ic p er for m an ce 

Th e Su n da y Tim es  Sch o o ls  Gu ide,  Pa r en t  Power , was  fir s t  p u blish ed  in  19 9 3. 

As  well a s  a  p r in t  s ect ion  in  t h e n ewsp ap er ,  t h er e is  a  fu lly-
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sea r ch able o n lin e  d a t a ba s e a llowin g  u ser s  t o  s ea r ch  sch ools  by p os t code, 

t own , loca l au t h or it y an d  sch ool n am e. 

Bu t  wh o won  Th e Su n day Tim es ’ n a t ion a l an d  r eg ion a l s ch o o l of t h e yea r  

awar ds? 

Th e Su n d ay Tim es  Pa r en t  Po wer  20 23 n a t io n a l 
s ch o o l o f t h e  yea r  

Th e t op  s eco n d a r y s ch o o l fo r  acad em ic p er fo r m an ce  

• Hen r iet t a  Bar n et t  Sch ool (gr am m ar  sch ool for  g ir ls ),  Ham p stead , 

Lon don  

Secon d a r y s ch oo l o f t h e  yea r   

• Wycom be High  Sch ool,  High  Wycom be, Bu ckin gh am sh ir e 

Co m p r eh en s ive s ch oo l o f t h e yea r   

• St  Pet er ’s  Ca t h olic Sch ool,  Gu ild for d ,  Su r r ey 

To p  in d ep en d en t  s ch o o l fo r  acad em ic p er fo r m an ce 

• St  Pau l’s  Gir ls ’ Sch ool,  Brook Gr een , Lon don  

In d ep en den t  s ch oo l o f t h e  yea r   

Th e Tim es’ r esearch  fou n d s in gle- sex sch ools  wer e excellin g  by 
t akin g  a  grea t er  in t eres t  in  s t u den t  well- bein g 

• Fr an cis  Hollan d  Sch ool,  Sloan e Squ ar e,  Lon don  

In t er n a t ion a l Bacca lau r ea t e  s ch o o l o f t h e  yea r  

• Godolp h in  an d  La t ym er ,  Ham m er sm it h , Lon don  

Th e Su n d ay Tim es  Pa r en t  Po wer  20 23 r eg io n a l 
s ch o o l o f t h e  yea r  
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Eas t  An g lia  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Kin g  Edwar d  VI Gr am m ar  Sch ool,  

Ch elm sfor d  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Nor wich  High  Sch ool for  Gir ls  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca dem ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Th e Per se 

Sch ool,  Cam br idge 

Eas t  M id lan d s  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Th e Kin g’s  Sch ool,  Gr an t h am  

Co m p r eh en s ive  o f t h e  Yea r  -  Nor t h am pt on  Sch ool for  Boys  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Not t in gh am  High  Sch ool 

Wes t  M id lan d s  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Kin g  Edwar d  VI Sch ool,  St r a t for d - u p on -

Avon  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca dem ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Kin g  Edwar d  

VI High  Sch ool for  Gir ls ,  Birm in gh am  

Lo n do n  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Mossbour n e Com m u n it y Aca dem y, Hackn ey 

Down s  

Co m p r eh en s ive  Sch o o l o f t h e Yea r  -  Th e Coop er s ’ Com p an y an d  Cobor n  

Sch ool,  Up m in s t er  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca dem ic Per fo r m a n ce -  St  Pau l’s  

Gir ls ’ Sch ool,  Br ook Gr een  

Th e No r th  



Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca d em ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Rip on  Gr am m ar  

Sch ool 

Co m p r eh en s ive  Sch o o l o f t h e Yea r  -  Pr in ce Hen r y’s  Gr am m ar  Sch ool,  Ot ley 

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Sh effield  High  Sch ool for  Gir ls  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca dem ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Qu een  

Et h elbu r ga’s  College 

Th e No r th eas t  

Co m p r eh en s ive  Sch o o l o f t h e Yea r  -  Du rh am  Joh n s ton  Com pr eh en s ive 

Sch ool 

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Dam e Allan ’s  Sch ool (Gir ls ’ an d  Boys ’) , 

Newcas t le  u p on  Tyn e 

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca dem ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Roya l 

Gr am m ar  Sch ool, Newcas t le  u p on  Tyn e 

Th e No r th wes t  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Alt r in ch am  Gr am m ar  Sch ool for  Gir ls  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca dem ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Wit h in gt on  

Gir ls ’ Sch ool,  Man ch es t er  

Th e So u t h eas t  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Wycom be High  Sch ool,  High  Wycom be 

Co m p r eh en s ive  Sch o o l o f t h e Yea r  -  St  Pet er ’s  Ca t h olic Sch ool,  Gu ild for d  

In d ep en d en t  Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca dem ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Gu ild for d  

High  Sch ool 

Th e So u t h wes t  



Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Pa t e’s  Gram m ar  Sch ool, Ch elt en h am  

Co m p r eh en s ive  Sch o o l o f t h e Yea r  -  Th e Cot swold  Sch ool,  Bou r t on - on -

t h e- Wat er  

In d ep en d en t  Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Ch elt en h am  Lad ies ’ College  

Wa les  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Ysgol Br o Pr eseli,  Pem br okesh ir e 

In d ep en d en t  Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  Car d iff Sixt h  For m  College 

No r th er n  Ir e lan d  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  St  Mar y’s  Gr am m ar  Sch ool,  Magh er a felt  

Sco t lan d  

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  -  William wood  High  Sch ool,  Glasgow 

Seco n d a r y Sch o o l o f t h e  Yea r  fo r  Aca d em ic Per fo r m a n ce -  Jor dan h ill,  

Glasgow 

You  can  view t h e fu ll lis t  on  t h e Su n da y Tim es  Pa r en t  Po wer  webs it e .  
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