
What global event did lots of 
world leaders attend last week?











Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Until the 1950s, clothing designers released four collections of clothes per year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. Each collection required them to design the clothes and fabric, then engineer them into patterns, check sizing and then manufacture many of them, ready to go into shops. Some designers would make clothes to order. Their customers could come into a store, get measured, and then over the next few weeks, clothes that they selected would be made up for them in their exact size.
This whole process was expensive, so most people didn’t have enormous wardrobes unless they were very wealthy.
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Presentation Notes
Didn't come about until the 19th/20th century – 1850-1950 – about 100/120 years ago



Fast Fashion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
convenience



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rise of the internet
The fashion industry wants people to buy as many new things as possible, so new clothes are advertised as fashionable, whilst older clothes are ‘out of fashion’ and people keep wanting to buy new, different ones!   
People enjoy having new clothes to wear and they like to be able to buy things cheaply



Clothes are cheaper than ever



Buying 
cheap 
comes at 
a high 
cost



What are the environmental problems 
with fast fashion?

• Fast fashion manufacturers use cheaper 
fabric to produce these clothes, and 
these fabrics contain significant 
amounts of plastic and microplastics –
which, when the clothes are washed, 
goes into the wastewater.

• When people stop using it, the vast 
majority of fast fashion clothing 
isn’t recycled or donated to a 
reuse shop. Instead, it goes 
to landfill. 3 out of 5 garments end up in landfill within a year. 



What are the environmental problems 
with fast fashion?

• The fashion industry is the second largest user 
of water. It takes about 9000 litres of water to 
produce a pair of jeans.

• The fashion industry is the world’s second 
largest polluter of water since the water 
leftover from the dying process is dumped into 
streams and rivers.

• Fashion production comprises 10% of total 
global carbon emissions. 



What can we do? 

• Buy second hand / vintage clothing

• Rent clothes online for special occasions

• Buy clothes from ethical brands

• Only buy items of clothing that you love

• Care for and repair your clothing

• Donate any unwanted clothes to charity

• Practise slow fashion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Quality over quantity



https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=ZoiU8sprXpQ
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