
Anthony McGowan lets lose a howlingly good book DOGS OF THE DEADLANDS! 

 

Are you ready to follow the scent of Dogs of the Deadlands? Travel through the twists and 

turns of this amazing book. It is a story of adventure and love: loss and friendship and, above 

all, family.  

Dogs of the Deadlands is set in a forest after the event of the Chernobyl Disaster and 

recounts the tale of a group of dogs who live in a land abandoned people. But soon the dogs 

are driven out by the she-wolf. They flee through the red forest (the sinister deadlands), 

where Mother knows no wolf in their right mind would follow. What happens next, you will 

have to find out by reading the book… As always, the best twists come at the end, but unlike 

many other authors, McGowan adds too many to count! 

McGowan portrayed beautifully the characteristics of the dogs; however, Mother (the dog) is 

my favourite character. She seems like a tough warrior, scavenger and hunter who knows the 

ways of the woods like the back of her paw on the outside. However, on the inside, she is 

gentle and kind and will always put her pups first, no matter the cost. But my favourite part 

of the story is the relationship between the young dogs, Bratan and Misha. The bond 

between them is beautiful and they try their best to never leave each other’s side. 

Anthony McGowan conveys feelings of joy and pain to the reader like no other author has. 

He doesn’t overdo any of the language or feeling and stops before all the detail becomes 

boring and irrelevant, but doesn’t just skate over strong feelings. Throughout the book, 

there are times of laughter, sadness, and anticipation, like an all-in-one deal. The lives of the 

dogs contrast well with the life of Natasha; a girl who was forced to leave her home in the 

middle of the night along with her beloved dog Zoya after the nuclear leak. 

Even if you don’t normally like sad books (like me), I think you will still enjoy dogs of the 

deadlands as much as I did. I found it hard to put the book back down at the end of the 

chapter! And you will too, but only if you read this incredible book. If you like thrilling stories 

with aspects of a chase, love, loss and courage, then this is a book for you!  

Rating: 
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