
N E W  L E A D

Dr Clare Ives succeeds 
Martin Priestley as Head of 

The Leys in September 2025, 
when it also celebrates its 

150th anniversary. Currently 
Senior Deputy Head of 

Sevenoaks, she will be the 
first female Head at the 

Cambridge school. She says: 
“As a bursary recipient, and 
first-generation university 
student, I am passionate 
about the transformative 

power of great education”.

C U LT U R E  G A P

A report from the arts charity 
Cultural Learning Alliance 

(CLA) highlights what it 
describes as the ‘enrichment 
gap’ in school arts education. 

It points to a decline of 42% in 
arts GCSE entries since 2010. 
Hours teaching arts subjects 

have decreased by over a fifth 
(21%). CLA is calling for 

a seismic shift in approach, so 
that all UK schools deliver an 
Expressive Arts education to 
children and young people.   

Bear hug

An installation inspired by 
Winnie-the-Pooh’s new Tales from 
the Forest has landed in Ashdown 

Forest. The ten-foot ‘Tree of 
Trees’ uses recycled wood from 

the forest, with 1,400 leaves 
contributed by children. Ashdown 

Forest, publishers Farshore 
and project company Ootiboo 
designed the literary addition. 

R U N N I N G  S T R O N G

Pupils from Dame Bradbury’s Junior 
School in Saffron Walden, part of 
The Stephen Perse Foundation, 

represented Uttlesford district at 
the Essex Primary Cross-Country 

Championships, having triumphed in 
both town and district heats. Standout 
performances included a Year 3 First 

from solo runner Ruby. The Year 5 Girls 
team also secured a County Team title.

G I V I N G  S P I R I T

Felsted School hosted its first 
Giving Day in April, raising over 

£115,000. Coinciding with its 460th 
anniversary, the event brought 

together the school community for 
36-hours of fundraising activities 

and challenges. The school’s 
goal is to offer full-fee boarding 

support to an additional ten 
sixth form boarders every year. 

Chelsea opening

Francis Holland Preparatory 
School opens in Chelsea from 

September 2024. Known as 
Francis Holland Prep, the new 

school will inhabit an impressive 
and spacious Victorian Grade 
II listed building that includes 

the old Chelsea Library. 
Facilities include a school 

hall with staging, a specialist 
STEAM facility and an extensive 

outdoor play area. 

Wisden winner

Tonbridge student Ollie
 Sykes has been named the 

Wisden Schools Cricketer of 
the Year. A 2023 leaver, he 

received the iconic accolade 
at a ceremony at Lord’s in 
April– becoming the first 

Tonbridgian to earn this title. 
Ollie distinguished himself 

by scoring 935 runs and took 
30 wickets for Tonbridge 

in the 2023 season.

SCHOOL NEWS

Organ star

King’s Ely student Thomas 
Strudwick has been named 

‘Intermediate Class’ winner of 
this year’s Young Organists’ 
Competition. A former Ely 

Cathedral Chorister, Thomas 
joined King’s Ely Prep as a 
Year 4 pupil and also plays 
piano and cello. Praised by 
the competition judges for 
his skill and composure, he 

only started playing the 
organ in October 2022. 
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H E A D  S TA R T

Jonny Gilbert becomes 
Headteacher of The Roche 
School in Wandsworth in 
September, He joined the 

school as Deputy Head
 10 years ago and will succeed 
Vania Adams, who is retiring 

after 14 years at the helm. The 
new Head will continue to 

champion the Spanish Bilingual 
stream, successfully introduced 

two years ago. 



M I D D L E  WAY

Bromley High School GDST 
has introduced a Middle 

School phase for Year 5-8 
to support the primary to 

secondary transition. This is 
designed to counteract the 
decreased self-esteem often 
experienced by girls moving 

to senior level. Its new 
personalised approach aims 
to alleviate anxiety and give 

every pupil a clear flight 
path for learning and 

personal development. 

 Co - ed shift

Moulsford Prep in Oxfordshire 
is making a full shift to 

co-education and will welcome 
girls into year 3 in 2026. Its 
pre-school is already co-ed. 
Chair of Governors Edward 
Boddington says: “Societal 

changes form the background 
to this decision, with families, 

including many Moulsford 
families, increasingly 

seeking to educate their 
children together and in a 

co-educational environment”.

S C I E N C E 
A D D I T I O N

Plant biologist Professor 
Sarah Gurr returned to The 
King’s School, Canterbury, 

where she was a pupil in the 
1970s, to open its Rausing 
Science Centre. This adds 
six state-of-the-art labs and 
a science auditorium, to be 
used by pupils and to host 
community science events. 

Positive lesson

St John’s College School, 
Cambridge Year 8 students 
were asked: “How do you 

view stressful situations – as 
a challenge or a threat?” by 
sports psychologist Helen 

Davis. Her inspirational ‘Think 
Believe Perform’ talk centred 

on building self-awareness 
and other tactics of positive 

and effective thinkers, both in 
sports and in other areas of life. 

E A R T H  TO 
N O.1 0
 

Children from Manchester, 
Wales and London celebrated 

Earth Day at 10 Downing 
Street, enjoying sessions led 
by ZSL (Zoological Society 
of London). Lessons at 10 

is an initiative set up by the 
PM’s wife Akshata Murty. 
Children honed their bug 

ID skills in the gardens and 
joined workshops about 
UK wildlife conservation 
and ZSL’s work overseas. 

UP FRONT  / NEWS

Deep dive

As part of its Futures 
Programme, Windlesham 
House Prep hosted Royal 

Navy Divers from Delta Diving 
Unit 2. They detailed their 
work defusing explosive 
devices and clearing sea 
mines, as well as special 
ops work. Pupils had the 

opportunity to try out 
specialist diving kit, robotics 

equipment and a drone. 
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