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Head Alexandra Haydon, since
2024; previously deputy head
(academic) of Millfield Pupils 600
day girls Ages 11-18 Term Fees
£11,058 Bursaries Variable, up to
100% Alumni Filmmaker Emerald
Fennell, violinist Vanessa Mae,

tech founder Diana Virgovicova
Every year, about 650 applicants
battle it out for Francis Holland’s
96 available places. But in the hope
that, by 2032, 50 girls can benefit
from its bursaries at any one time,
the school intends to expand this
talent pool through an ambitious
fundraising campaign. Meanwhile,
learning here is underpinned by a
strong focus on oracy, storytelling
and the art of asking good ques-
tions (very pertinent in this age
of Al, when critical thinking and
compelling communication skills
have become much-valued quali-
ties). There are lots of interesting
programmes running outside the
standard curriculum - say, the
year-long Creative Perspectives on
Climate Change project. Or the
new Westmacott Enrichment pro-
gramme — named after the school’s
first head — which is the equivalent
of a 10th GCSE and aims to
develop such transferable skills
underpinning academic success as
decision making and problem solv-
ing. In terms of grades, this all pays
dividends: recent A-level results
were record-breaking (outside of
the Covid years): with 72 per cent
of grades A*~A. With that in mind,
happy pupils depart to Durham,
King’s College and Edinburgh, or
further afield to the likes of IE
in Spain, Bocconi and Georgetown
(though the school is equally sup-
portive of gap years). And now that
Years 9 and 10 have their newly
dedicated ‘Hive’, every age group
has its own special space to relax,
work collaboratively and build
friendships. “We really love our
community. It truly feels like a
family;’ says one pupil, explaining
that girls here feel ‘seen, both by

their peers and their teachers’.
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