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FRANCIS HOLLAND SCHOOL
SLOANE SQUARE

25" August 2016
Dear Parents

| am absolutely delighted to tell you of our outstanding GCSE results — the best ever recorded at Francis
Holland by some margin. This is a huge tribute to the effort, ability and determination of our girls, and we
couldn’t be more pleased and proud — particularly in a year when national achievement is forecast to

dip. Here are some of our statistics:

o 54% A* is the highest ever - and by a long way ( the next highest is 46% in 2009)
o 87%A*-A is the highest ever - and by a long way (the next highest is 76% in 2009)

o 97%A*-B is the highest ever - and by a big margin (the next highest is 94% in 2008)
e Over a third of the girls (16 in all) have all A*s and As; 4 have all A*s.

You will be aware that although academically selective, we have a range of ability at Francis Holland, and
celebrate the many different types of talents, gifts, and abilities. We are not an academic hothouse and we
emphasise again and again to the girls that their worth is not to be found in passing exams, that perseverance
and resilience form the foundation of success, and that character, creativity and courage are the values which
will bring happiness. In focusing on the girls’ well-being through our physical fitness programme, our
mindfulness provision, our exciting co-curriculum, our outward bound expeditions, our stretch and challenge
initiatives and our enterprise opportunities, we have enabled the girls to grow stronger and braver, and to
take the risks, both intellectual and physical, which enable them to see failure as a work in progress and
setbacks as springboards to greater effort. This ethos is not widespread in our schools, particularly not in
London, and we are proud to advocate a different value-system, based on our Christian foundation of service,
kindness and love. Coupled with the excellence in our creative and performing arts and our debating and
public-speaking, we clearly have a winning formula and one which prepares the girls for life and not just
university.

I know you will join me in thanking our fabulous teachers whose skill and care are unrivalled in my
experience. Their support of the girls, academically and pastorally, is quite exceptional, and provides the
encouragement and self-belief which enable the girls to flourish. This care will now go with them as they
continue their journey with us in the Sixth Form.

I would like to thank all of you, too, for your unfailing support of us and your daughters over the past few
years. We always say this is a partnership, and we rely greatly on your trust and confidence.

With,all good wishes

Lucy Elphins
Headmistress



