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Tinkling the Ivories
Legendary British songwriter and local resident Bill Martin recently donated his own piano to Francis 

Holland School Sloane Square. The first British songwriter to compose a Eurovision Song Contest winner 

for the UK thanks to the fact he was the lyrical master behind Puppet on a String (to name just a few of his 

accomplishments), Bill Martin is a hugely influential character in the music business and many of his famous 

pieces were composed on this very piano, making it as much a collector’s item as a musical instrument. 

Commenting on the generous donation, Headmistress of FHS girls’ school Mrs Lucy Elphinstone said: “It is an 

immense honour to have an instrument with such a prestigious history for our budding pianists to enjoy.”  

Francis Holland School, 39 Graham Terrace, SW1W 8JF 

020 7730 2971; fhs-sw1.org.uk

Notting Hill Carnival 2013
The largest street festival in Europe bringing Caribbean culture right to our doorstep, the Notting Hill 

Carnival is without a doubt the most colourful (and raucous) event in the Royal Borough calendar. Music 

is, naturally, an integral aspect of the carnival with everything from traditional Caribbean sounds to 

reggae, R&B and house blasting through the hot summer air. Previous years have seen Jamiroquai and 

Wyclef Jean take to the stage so we’re as eager as ever to learn who’ll be headlining this year’s event. 

If this hip music scene isn’t entirely your thing, then the food alone is a reason to join in. The aromatic 

smell of spices hits you as soon as you arrive in the area and there are endless options to amuse your 

tastebuds; for the adventurous, curried goat is a carnival signature dish and well worth a try. While we 

wouldn’t advise residents to step outside after the event (streets are typically strewn with empty bottles 

and the like), the culture, dancing, music and food flooding the streets of Notting Hill this August bank 

holiday is worth the somewhat messy aftermath and mammoth clean-up. 

25-26 August

thenottinghillcarnival.com

Grounded
A new production coming to The Gate Theatre 

this August, Grounded follows the story of a 

pregnant F16 fighter pilot (played by Lucy 

Ellinson) and her career in the sky coming to 

a drastic halt. She resides in a trailer in Las 

Vegas flying remote-controlled drones over 

Pakistan. Hunting terrorists by day and being a 

wife and mother by night, the play confront our 

assumptions about war and what it is to be a 

woman. This gripping new production is at the 

top of our must-see list.

Grounded, 28 August – 21 September

The Gate Theatre, 11 Pembridge Road, W11 3HQ

020 7229 0706; gatetheatre.co.uk
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Retail Heaven
The Knightsbridge Estate is currently in the midst of a £75 million programme to revamp the area. 

The project includes building enhancements, brightening the façade and adding tailor-made flagship 

stores to create the ultimate luxury retail experience. With prestigious projects including Somerset 

House in its portfolio, architect firm Stephen Marshall is sure to bring its own sophisticated flair to 

reconfiguring buildings within the estate. Tom Ford, Alberta Ferretti and Porsche are just a few of the 

high status tenants, not to mention the recently expanded Burberry store a stone’s throw away on 

Brompton Road. Already a high-end retail hotspot, the Knightsbridge Estate just seems to continue 

getting bigger and better. We look forward to see what they have in store for us next.

knightsbridge-estate.com
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